
Curriculum Vitae of

Amin Aslani
an Iranian filmmaker, composer, photographer, 

and author, born in Paris in 1979.

Biography

Early Life
PhD in Philosoph�

� Institution: European Graduate School (EGS), Saas-Fee, Switzerlan�

� Completed: 202�

� Thesis Title: Dreyer’s Cinema: Between Kierkegaard and Laca�

� Supervisor: Alenka Zupanči�

� Defense Committee: Slavoj Žižek, Mladen Dola�

� Focus Areas: Film-philosophy, psychoanalysis, aesthetics, existential theology

Master of Arts in Film-Philosoph�

� Institution: University of Kent, Canterbury, Englan�

� Completed: 201�

� Focus: Intersections of cinema and philosophy, critical theory, film analysi�

� Scholarship Awarded: For academic excellence and creative achievements

Music Educatio�

� Instruments Studied�

� Persian Setar – began at age 7 under Dr. Dariush Safva�

� Cello and Piano – studied classical music for several year�

� Composition Mentorship�

� Mentored by Gregory H. Aslani, Iranian-American compose�

� Participated in masterclasses with Heiner Goebbels and Michael Schmidt in Switzerlan�

� Style: Influenced by Late Romanticism and early 20th-century music

Biography

Artistic  Fields
Amin Aslani is an Iranian filmmaker, composer, photographer, and author, born in Paris in 1979. He holds an MA from 

the University of Kent and a PhD in Philosophy from the European Graduate School (EGS). A prolific writer, Aslani has 

published several books in Persian on film-philosophy, theater studies, and the philosophy of music.


Aslani has directed and edited numerous short and feature films, some of which have been screened at international 

film festivals. He is also a freelance composer who has written several pieces of classical music for ensembles and 

orchestras, including scores for films and theater productions. His incidental music includes the soundtrack for 

Mohammad Reza Aslani’s film Tehran, A Conceptual Art and the film-theater production Salome and Dr. Caligari, 

which he also wrote and directed.

Filmmaking Screenwriting Experimental & Docudrama Cinema

Theater Directing & Adaptation Music Composition Photography

Biography

Early Life
Amin Aslani was born in Paris to Iranian parents. His father, Mohammad-Reza Aslani, is a globally acclaimed 

filmmaker and one of the pioneers of Iranian New Wave cinema in the 1960s and 1970s. His long-lost 

masterwork, The Chess of the Wind (1976), was restored by Martin Scorsese’s non-profit organization, The 

Film Foundation’s World Cinema Project. Amin’s mother, Soudabeh Fazaeli, is a renowned translator who 

studied comparative literature at Cambridge University before completing her studies at the Sorbonne. She 

later returned to Iran, where she now works as a researcher, translator, and progressive novelist.


Amin began playing the Persian setar at the age of seven under the instruction of Dr. Dariush Safvat. Later, he 

also studied classical cello and piano for several years. By the age of 15, he had started composing classical 

music. He pursued his passion for composition under the mentorship of his great-uncle, Gregory H. Aslani, an 

Iranian-American composer, and later attended masterclasses with Heiner Goebbels and Michael Schmidt in 

Switzerland.


Alongside his studies in film and filmmaking, Aslani’s deep passion for classical music led him to compose 

numerous pieces for solo instruments, string ensembles, and large orchestras. His compositions often reflect 

influences from the Late Romantic period and early 20th-century music. Some of his pieces have been 

recorded in Tehran, Germany, and Ukraine, among other locations.

Biography

Career
Amin Aslani is a prolific filmmaker and writer who has established himself as a promising auteur in Iranian 

cinema. His journey began at the age of 18 when he directed his first short film, Bahram Yasht, in 1998. As he 

continued to develop his skills, he traveled to Afghanistan during the Afghan-American war in 2002 to film his 

documentary, The Mourning Book of the Land of the Meridians. The documentary was well received by critics 

and was screened at many prestigious film festivals, including the Locarno Film Festival, Chicago Doc-Fest, 

and the Thessaloniki Documentary Festival, among others.


Over the past two decades, Aslani has directed more than 15 short films, documentaries, and feature-length 

productions. In 2009, he directed his first feature, a 90-minute telefilm titled Flowing Treasure. His writings 

and films earned him scholarships for academic study abroad, including an MA in Film-Philosophy at the 

University of Kent in Canterbury, England, which he completed in 2013. He later pursued a PhD at the 

European Graduate School (EGS), in Switzerland.


Over seven years of study, Aslani worked on his PhD thesis, Dreyer’s Cinema: Between Kierkegaard and 

Lacan, under the supervision of Alenka Zupančič. He successfully defended his dissertation in 2024, with 

Slavoj Žižek and Mladen Dolar serving as jury members.


For his most recent project, Aslani is working on his feature-length documentary that explores the ideas of the 

Slovenian philosophical circle known as the Ljubljana School of Thought. The film includes interviews with its 

founding members—Žižek, Dolar, and Zupančič—and offers a unique intellectual and artistic experience by 

merging deep philosophical discussions with visual artistry.


Aslani’s areas of interest include film-philosophy, aesthetics, music, and theater. His expertise in theater 

studies is reflected in his translation of the libretto of Tristan and Isolde into Farsi, accompanied by essays 

discussing the philosophical aspects of Wagner's music. He has also translated Slavoj Žižek's The Wagnerian 

Sublime, including an author's note for the Persian edition. Additionally, Aslani has written a book analyzing the 

thanatological themes in Beckett's Endgame and has translated Ted Hughes’s adaptation of Seneca’s 

Oedipus into an old-style medieval Persian dialect, further demonstrating his deep engagement with theater 

studies.

The Mourning Book of 
the Land of the Meridians 2002

The Wagnerian Sublime by Slavoj Žižek
translated into Farsi, with author's note 2014

Works

films

1999 Bahrām Yasht iran / 20min

Writer and Director: Amin Aslani


Cinematographer: Morteza Poursamadi


Narrator: Manouchehr Anvar


Editor: Amin Aslani


Producer: Morteza Sarhangi

2000 The chant of Gabriel’s Wing iran / 23min

Writer and Director: Amin Aslani


Cinematographer: Morteza Poursamadi


Narrator: Manouchehr Anvar


Editor: Amin Aslani


Starring: Fazel Jian

2002 Seven Stages of Slaying Satan IRAN/ 30min

Writer and Director: Amin Aslani


Cinematographer: Morteza Poursamadi


Narrator: Manouchehr Anvar


Editor: Amin Aslani


Sound: Akbar Yaghoubi


Mix: Behrouz Shahamat


Assisstant director: Hamid Jafari


Executive producer: Haydeh Ghoreshi


Producer: Sima-Shahr

2002 Mourning Book for the Land of the Meridian
Afghanistan/ 37min

Writer and Director: Amin Aslani


Cinematographer: Morteza Poursamadi


Narrator: Manouchehr Anvar


Editor: Amin Aslani


Sound: Akbar Yaghoubi


Mix: Behrouz Shahamat


Assisstant director: Hamid Jafari


Executive producer: Haydeh Ghoreshi


Producer: Sima-Shahr

2004 Self-Stabber Girl iran / 26min

Writer and Director: Amin Aslani


Cinematographer:  Amin Aslani


Editor: Amin Aslani


Producer:  Amin Aslani

2007 Mazes of Silence iran / 50min

Writer and Director: Amin Aslani


Cinematographer:  Morteza Poursamadi


Assistant Director: Mohsen Rasouloff


Photographer and costume designer: Maryam Fakhimi


Sound: Amir Sheivandi


Sound designer and Mix: Mani Hashemian


Executive Producer: Sepehr Tavakoli


Producer: DEFC


Starring: Omid Rouhani, Parivash Nazarieh


Editor: Amin Aslani

2009 Flowing Treasure iran / 80min

Director: Amin Aslani


Writer: Mohammad Reza Aslani


Cinematographer:  Morteza Poursamadi


Set Designer: Masoud Armin


Sound. Mix: Mani Hashemian


Executive Producer: Sepehr Tavakoli


Producer: DEFC


Editor: Amin Aslani

2010 Bellum Jordan / 1min

Director: Amin Aslani


Writer: Amin Aslani


Cinematographer:  Amin Aslani


Executive Producer: Yanal Kassay


Starring: Sana Jaber


Editor: Amin Aslani

2010 Signum Jordan / 7min

Director: Amin Aslani


Writer: Amin Aslani


Cinematographer: Yanal Kasay


Sound: Sara Kaskas


Executive Producer: Nart Souber


Narrated by: Yanal Kassay


Editor: Amin Aslani

2010 Promised Land Jordan/ 7min

Director: Amin Aslani


Writer: Amin Aslani


Cinematographer:  Amin Aslani


Executive Producer: Yanal Kassay


Starring: Elisa Krause-Kjaer


Editor: Amin Aslani

2010 Rain Dogs Jordan / 12min

Director: Amin Aslani


Cinematographer: Nart Souber


Sound: Ahmad Aqeel


Executive Producer: Yanal Kassay


Starring: Ahmad Khatib, Firas Taibeh, May Khalili


Editor: Amin Aslani

2011 Death and the Maidens Jordan / 30min

Director: Amin Aslani


Writer: Amin Aslani


Cinematographer: Amin Aslani


Executive Producer: Yanal Kassay


Starring: Dima Da’ebis, Darin Sallam


Editor: Amin Aslani

2012 Historia Jordan / 50min

Writer and Director: Amin Aslani


Cinematographer: Piotr Andreschevsky


Editor: Janine Jansen


set designer: Anas Bal’awi


Sound: Mohammad Gawad


Costume designer: Setareh Samavi


 Make-up Artist: Liali Kilani


Executive Producer: Nour Soleiman


Starring: Brett Smith, Yanal Kassay, Shiraz Shahoud, Bashar Abbas, 

Mohammad Manaj’a

2012 Sophie et Swann France / 20min

Writer and Director: Amin Aslani


Cinematographer: Amin Aslani


Editor: Amin Aslani


Executive Producer: Gita Aslani

2015 Sextalogue Switzerland / 30min

2023 Violet Tree iran / 9min

Director: Amin Aslani


Writer: Mohammad Reza Aslani, Amin Aslani


Based on a novella by Soudabeh Fazaeli


Costume and Set designer: Leila Mansour


Producer: Amin Aslani


Starring: Anahita Dargahi, Arash Ashadad, Shadi Karamroodi, Sadreddin 

Zahed, Mahvash Afsharpanah


Cinematographer: Abbas Hosseinzadeh


Editor: Amin Aslani


Sound designer: Arash Ghasemi

2023 Mah bibi iran /180min

Director: Amin Aslani


Writer: Mohammad Reza Aslani, Amin Aslani


Based on a novella by Soudabeh Fazaeli


Original Music: Rafael Bernabeu Garcia


Set Designer: Payam Souri


Costume designer: Leila Mansour


Sound recordist: Hassan Shabankareh


Sound Designer and Mix: Rafael Bernabeu Garcia


Executive Producer: Mehdi Ebadati


Producer: Amin Aslani


Starring: Sima Babaei, Homeira Nownahal, Maryam Boubani, Mehdi 

Ebadati, Fereydoun Mehrabi, Mohammad Sedighi Mehr, Mahmoud 

Nazaralian, Yarta Yaran, Abbas Mashadizadeh


Cinematographer: Abbas Hosseinzadeh


Editor: Amin Aslani


Introducing: Hamoun Hajjar, Setayesh Morshed

wORKS

Films Edited by Amin Aslani
More than 40 other short films, documentaries, and fiction.

1997 TV Series

The Dust of the Light
bY Mohammad Reza Aslani

2004 TV Documentary Series

The Alchemy of Love
bY Hadi Seif, Hamid Jafari

2004 Fiction

Black Tape
bY Fariborz Kamkari

2005 Documentary

Sheikh of the Wind
bY Fariba Rostami

2006 Fiction

Forbidden Chapter
bY Fariborz Kamkari

2007 Docudrama

A Hymn for a Lost City
bY Pouran Saremi

2007 Docudrama

Chronicles of a 75 Years Old
bY Mohammad Reza Aslani

2008 Fiction

Green Fire
bY Mohammad Reza Aslani

WORKS

Theaters
Amin Aslani’s theater works combine classical 

literature with bold visual storytelling. His notable 

productions include Seneca’s Oedipus (2013) — the 

first Persian adaptation — and Salome and Dr. Caligari 

(2014), a striking fusion of theater and film exploring 

power and desire.

Cast: Ladan Mostowfi, Farrokh Ne’mati, Mohsen 
Hosseini, Behrouz Pourborji, Afshin Hashemi, 
Amir Baranloui, Morteza Zarrabi, Atefeh Tehrani

� First-ever Persian adaptation/performance of Seneca’s Oedipu�
� Based on Ted Hughes’s adaptatio�
� Used choreographed chorus, flying props, and celebrity  actor�
� Critically acclaimed in the Iranian theater scene

Seneca’s Oedipus / Director, Translator (into old poetic Persian) 2013

Cast: Mitra Hajjar, Yarta Yaran, Mehdi Ebadati, 
Mehdi Mashadi, Behrouz Pourborji,

Noushin Tandaste

� Fusion of Faust, Marat/Sade, and Salom�
� Explores political corruption, psychological transformation, and powe�
� Includes Sephardic-inspired dance, theatrical opera scenes, and experimental film- theater crossove�
� Visually rich with symbolic elements and character transformations

Salome and Dr. Caligari / Writer, Director, Composer 2014

Works

Books

as Translator:

2008 Hermes and the Language of the Birds

by R. Guénon, F. Schuon, T. Burkhardt, and others

Jeihoon Publications

2020 Seneca’s Oedipus: A Play Adapted       

by Ted Hughes 

Jeihoon Publications

2021 Hans-Georg Gadamer, Dialogue and Dialectic

Eight Hermeneutical Studies on Plato

Noghreh Publications

2022 Dictionary of the Khazars                         
by Milorad Pavić

Noghreh Publications

Translated with Youltan Sadykova

2024 The Wagnerian Sublime                                      

by Slavoj Žižek

Noghreh Publications

2025 Apocryphon of John and Apocalypse of Adam

Nine Treatises of Gnostic Sethians

Noghreh Publications

as Author:

2007 Exoteric World, Esoteric Wisdom

Jeihoon Publication / Tehran

A comparative study on Christian theosophy and Persian mysticism.

2012 Death and Beckett Afraz Publications / Tehran

Thanatology in Beckett’s Endgame.

2012 Tristan und Isolde: The Libretto and a Selection 
of Critical Essays

Afraz Publications / Tehran

Thanatology in Beckett’s Endgame.

2008 Satan’s Thousand Deceits Meshki Publication / Tehran

A collection of short stories.

2015 Caligarism: A Glance into the Visual Culture

of Weimar Cinema

Shoor-Afarin Publications / Tehran

2015 Shadid’s Paradise, Shaddad’s Inferno

Noghreh Publications / Tehran

A long-short story.

wORKS

Solo Piano / Musical Compositions

2007 Berlin

6 Etude Monolithique 

Performer: Shihyun Lee (recorded in 

2015 - 2 Etudes)

2008 Berlin

Three Waltzes

Performer: Shihyun Lee (recorded in 

2015 - 2 Waltzes)

2010–2013 Berlin

3 Ballades for Solo Piano

Performer: Yoshihiro Teramoto (2015)

2014

Sonatina for Solo Piano No.1

2012

Revolution 1904

2014

Sonatina for Solo Piano No.2

wORKS

Orchestral & Large-Scale 
/ Musical Compositions

Mithras Mysterium /
A 75-minute poem symphony 2015 Ubi Sunt / Concerto for flute, piano,


and string orchestra 2016

Axta Jadoo / Three orchestral lieder

for bass-baritone 2016

2015

Quatuor for the Beginning

of the Time

For piano, French horn, bass clarinet, and 

double bass

2016

The Conference of the Birds

Vocal ballet for four singers and large 

orchestra

wORKS

Strings & Chamber Music 
/ Musical Compositions

2010 spain

Suite for Solo Cello

Performer: Juan Manuel


Vazquez ( 2014)

2012 Ukraine

Sonata for Cello and

Piano No.1

Recorded at KLKNew


Music Festival (2016)

2015 tehran

Trio for Viola, Cello and

Double Bass

Performers: Behrang Motamedi, 

Kaveh Tasiri, Mehdi Kalantari (Theme 

Studio, 2015)

2016

Suite for Cello and

Piano No.2

wORKS

Film & Theater Music
/ Musical Compositions

2011

Tehran, A Conceptual Art
directed by M.R. Aslani

For a feature documentary

2014

The Witch’s Kitchen
directed by M.R. Aslani

Choral music for Salome


and Dr. Caligari

wORKS

Exhibitions / PHOTOGRAPHY

Affiliation�

� Member of Caroun Photo Club (CPC�

� Member of Canadian Association for Photographic 

Art (CAPA)

2006

le spleen de paris et les

fleures du mal

Etemad Gallery, Tehran, Iran

2006-2007

Group Exhibitions

Second Annual CPC/CAPA Photo Exhibition-Competitio�

� Tehran, Iran – October 200�

� Seymour Art Gallery, North Vancouver, Canada – May 2008


First & Second Annual CPC/CAPA Photo Exhibition�

� Sulaymaniyah, Kurdistan, Iraq – November 20–25, 2007


Group Exhibition in 8 Cities of Ira�

� November 200�

� Theme: “Mass”

Amin Aslani

Contacts

e-mail

aminaslani@yahoo.co.uk

Web page

www.aminaslani.com 


